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Reference Book: An Introduction to Koranic and Classical Arabic by W. M. Thackston
Lesson: 02 (Pg 9 —13)

Gender of Nouns
Arabic has two grammatical genders, masculine and feminine. Nouns are considered to be
feminine if they belong to any one of the following categories:

1-  Nouns referring to intrinsically female beings. Examples are: < ¢ el ¢ ei

2-  Names of towns and cities except (3 . Examples are: (LSl ¢ Jazs ¢ aSa

3-  Parts of body that are in pairs. Examples are: Qj e e

4-  Most but not all singular nouns ending in 8. Examples are: dgda ¢ ia)r_ ¢ aclu
A few exceptions are:¢ dall ¢ 4y sleadadle

5-  Collection nouns. Examples are: a5 dfeq e

6- Names given to the wind. Examples are: {0 ¢ o s

7-  Names given to fire. Examples are: 636-3 ¢ )b
8-  Some feminine nouns give no external indication of grammatical femininity. Examples

are;gmcu'a‘)\‘u@‘u@cf&

Adjectives and Adjectival Agreement

The function of a given word in a sentence determines whether it is a modified noun
(“ 5= ) or adjective (44=). Adjectives invariably follow the noun and agree in (i) state, (ii)
gender, (iil) number and (iv) case.

(1) State: If the noun is definite or
indefinite, the adjective will be identical. Examples are: :_');‘-.‘A“ i._aljﬁ\ ¢ 2)-\-’-6 s

(i1) Gender: 1f the noun is masculine or
feminine, the adjective will be identical. Examples are: 4ub 8ab ¢ aulse (GI8

(1i1) Number: If the noun is singular, dual or plural, the adjective will be identical.
Examples are: (singular) 3—1’-&4 Al 9, ¢ (dual) JAJLA e , (plural) e lus Z“—’L}\

(iv) Case: Adjective will have the same < ye) as the noun. Examples are:

il el s e
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Predicate adjectives and verbal compliments agree with their subjects in gender and number
but not in case and state. Predicates occur in indefinite state and case of predicate varies as
well depending on the sentence construct.

The man is wise :;.\Sa d;i)l\
Sulayman is smart * s ekl )

Zaid was great fuSy s

Predication of Existence

Existential Predication (English “there is, there are”) is achieved by reversing the normal
order of the sentence by placing the subject (necessarily indefinite) after the predicate.
Examples are:

A man in the city. Aadl A s
day dnad 8

Sa adl 4

There is a man in the city.

Such sentences are almost always introduced by ) which will put the subject in 2 s+aia
case.

Preposition ;J

Preposition J gets directly attached to the following word and the case of the word changes
to 5> Examples are: L.SA)J ¢ L—’m

For words that begin with letter ~zamzah, sometimes the letter ~amzah is pronounced and
sometimes not. If the letter hamzah is not pronounced, it is known as Jwa ¢ 3 3= and is
written as | or []. As an example, 3 ) becomes 3 s<¥. If the hamzah is pronounced, it is
known as gkl 3 3es and will be written | or |. For example, JSeY ¢ Y.

When the preposition Jis added to words that begin with the letter J and have the definite
article, the letter J is doubled in pronunciation and written with a 334 and the < of the
definite article is dropped. In writing, both the definite and indefinite words will look the
same if the 323 is not written. For example:
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for a night ALl <= aLl
for the night m <= ALl
for Allah & <= &)

The preposition Jis also used to express possession as in the following examples:

The earth belongs to Allah ! JU'A,)Y‘

The man has a daughter iy Ja Al
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