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Reference Book: An Introduction to Koranic and Classical Arabic by W. M. Thackston
Lesson: 03 (Pg 14 - 18)

Possessive Phrase — 42 —iliaal ¢ Ciliaal

A possessive phrase is formed by combining two nouns or by attaching a pronoun to a
noun. The two parts of a possessive phrase must be consecutive, with no other words
intervening between them. Examples:

Punishment of fire J9 |81 RURIRYS Messenger of Allah A& Jsmay
Day of Friday EEDEN gt Zaid's book ) Qs
Word of a messenger Iy Js8 Our Book LS
Weight of a particle 83 (e Father of Qasim ald gl
Member of my house e Ual Member of the house < Jal

The possessive phrase has the following characteristics:
e The first noun is called —sias,

It will be Indefinite.

It never ends with a (55,

e [t can have any of the three cases. Few examples are:
SU e T U Qlde Ly Sy JB

The second noun is called 43} —as,
It is usually definite but it can be indefinite as well.
Its case is always s,

44) sbias can also be a < for the following word and this can be continued indefinitely.
e.g. A Lo => ) oy QL => il oy by - Lide

The adjective describing the —ilias or 43 —ilias will follow the possessive phrase and the
case/gender agreement usually makes it clear whether it describes the —sbias or 43 cilias,
Examples are:

The small key of the car Dpall 3 )il ~lide
The key of the small car 8 saaal 3 ) ~lide
Key of a small car 8 jma sl - lide
Toy of the beautiful child Jraad Jlal 43l
Beautiful toy of the child Alieal Jilal 4ol
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Toy of a beautiful child Jrea Jila dal
Shirt of the black boy 2 Y] Al gl ared
Black shirt of the boy SV Al anad
Shirt of a black boy 29l Ay anad

If the </_e) is not written or the case and gender of the —bas and 43} s is the same,
ambiguity can arise. However, context should help identify whether the adjective is
describing the bias or 4 ilias e.g. adaad da ) QUS (4
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