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Gender of Nouns
Arabic has two grammatical genders, masculine and feminine. Nouns are considered to be
feminine if they belong to any one of the following categories:
12345678-

Nouns referring to intrinsically female beings. Examples are: ﺑﻨﺖ

،  ﺃﺧﺖ، ﺃﻡ
Names of towns and cities except ﻋﺮﺍﻕ. Examples are:  ﺑﺎﻛ ﺴﺘﺎﻥ،  ﺑﻐﺪﺍﺩ، ﻣﻜﺔ
Parts of body that are in pairs. Examples are:  ﺃﺫﻥ،  ﻋﻴﻦ، ﻳﺪ
Most but not all singular nouns ending in  ﺓ. Examples are:  ﻣﺪﻳﻨﺔ،  ﻏﺮﻓﺔ، ﺳﺎﻋﺔ
A few exceptions are:،  ﻃﻠﺤﺔ، ﻼﻣﺔ ﻣﻌﺎﻭﻳﺔ
ّ ﻋ
Collection nouns. Examples are:  ﺭﻭﻡ، ﺗﺮ ﻙ، ﻋﺮﺏ
Names given to the wind. Examples are:  ﺭﻳﺢ، ﺳﻤﻮﻡ
Names given to fire. Examples are:  ﺟﻬّﻨﻢ، ﻧﺎﺭ
Some feminine nouns give no external indication of grammatical femininity. Examples
are: ﺳﻤﺎ ء

،  ﺍﺭﺽ،  ﺷﻤﺲ،  ﻧﻔﺲ، ﺧﻤﺮ

Adjectives and Adjectival Agreement
The function of a given word in a sentence determines whether it is a modified noun
( )ﻣﻮﺻﻮﻑor adjective ()ﺻﻔ ﺔ. Adjectives invariably follow the noun and agree in (i) state, (ii)
gender, (iii) number and (iv) case.
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

State: If the noun is definite or
indefinite, the adjective will be identical. Examples are: ُﺏ ﺍﻟﻤﺒﻴﻦ
ُ  ﺍﻟﻜﺘﺎ، ٌﻛﺘﺎﺏٌ ﻣﺒﻴﻦ
Gender: If the noun is masculine or
feminine, the adjective will be identical. Examples are:  ﺑﻠﺪٌﺓ ﻃﻴﱞﺒ ﺔ، ٌﻖ ﻋﻈﻴﻢ
ٌ ﺧﻠ
Number: If the noun is singular, dual or plural, the adjective will be identical.
Examples are: (singular) ٌﺻﻐﻴﺮ

ٌ ﻭﻟﺪ, ، (dual) ﻥ
ِ  ﺭﺟﻼﻥِ ﺻﺎﻟﺤﺎ, (plural) ﺁﻳﺎﺕٌ ﻧ ﺴﺎء

 ﺑّﻴﻨﺎﺕ،ﻣﺆﻣﻨﺎﺕ
(iv)

Case: Adjective will have the same  ﺇﻋﺮﺍﺏas the noun. Examples are:

ٍ ﺏ ﻣﺒﻴ
ﻦ
ٍ ﻓﻲ ﻛﺘﺎ

ٌﻛﺘﺎﺏٌ ﻣﺒﻴﻦ

ُﻞ ﺍﻟﺼﺎﻟﺢ
ُ ﺍﻟﻌﻤ

ٌﻞ ﺻﺎِﻟﺢ
ٌ ﻋﻤ

ﺐ ﻗﻴﻤٌﺔ
ٌ ﻳﺘﻠﻮ ﺻﺤﻔﺎً ﻣﻄﻬﺮ ًﺓ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻛﺘ
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Predicate adjectives and verbal compliments agree with their subjects in gender and number
but not in case and state. Predicates occur in indefinite state and case of predicate varies as
well depending on the sentence construct.
The man is wise
Sulayman is smart
Zaid was great

ٌﺍﻟﱡﺮﺟﻞ ﺣﻜﻴﻢ
ٌ��ﺇﻥﱠ ﺳﻠﻴﻤﺎﻥَ ﺷﺎﻁ
ﻛﺎﻥ ﺯﻳﺪٌ ﻛﺒﻴﺮًﺍ

Predication of Existence
Existential Predication (English “there is, there are”) is achieved by reversing the normal
order of the sentence by placing the subject (necessarily indefinite) after the predicate.
Examples are:
A man in the city.

There is a man in the city.

ﻞ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨِﺔ
ٌ ﺭﺟ
ٌﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨﺔ ﺭﺟﻞ
ﺇﻥّ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨِﺔ ﺭﺟﻼ

Such sentences are almost always introduced by ّ ﺇﻥwhich will put the subject in ﻣﻨ ﺼﻮﺏ
case.
Preposition ﻝ
ِ
Preposition ﻝ
ِ gets directly attached to the following word and the case of the word changes
to ﻣﺠﺮﻭﺭ. Examples are: ﻞ
ٍ ِﻟﺮﺟ

، ٍِﻟﻜﺘﺎﺏ

For words that begin with letter hamzah, sometimes the letter hamzah is pronounced and
sometimes not. If the letter hamzah is not pronounced, it is known as  ﺣﻤﺰﺓ ﺍﻟﻮﺻﻞand is
written as  ﺍor ٱ. As an example,  ﺍﻣﺮﺃﺓbecomes  ﻻِْﻣﺮﺃﺓ. If the hamzah is pronounced, it is
known as  ﺣﻤﺰﺓ ﺍﻟﻘﻄﻊand will be written  ﺃor ﺇ. For example,  ﻹﻣﻜﺎﻥ، ﻷﻣﺮ.
When the preposition ﻝ
ِ is added to words that begin with the letter  ﻝand have the definite
article, the letter  ﻝis doubled in pronunciation and written with a ﺷّﺪﺓ, and the  ﺍﻟﻒof the
definite article is dropped. In writing, both the definite and indefinite words will look the
same if the  ﺷﺪﺓis not written. For example:
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for a night

ِﻟَﻠﻴﻠﺔ

<=

ﻟﻴﻠﺔ

for the night

ِﻟﱠﻠﻴﻠﺔ
ِّ
ﷲ

<=

ﺍﻟﻠﻴﻠﺔ
ّ ﺍ
ﷲ

for Allah

<=

The preposition ﻝ
ِ is also used to express possession as in the following examples:

The earth belongs to Allah

ِ ﺽ
ﷲ
ُ ﺍ ﻷﺭ

The man has a daughter

ٌ ِﻟﻠﺮﺟﻞِ ﺑﻨ
ﺖ
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