Book: An Introduction to Koranic and Classical Arabic
Author: W. M. Thackston
Lesson: 01 (Pg 3 —8)

Nouns ?‘“‘\ can be classified as:
1-  Indefinite (3 _)S3) — Common or
2-  Definite (z\jﬂ) — Proper

Indefinite nouns are common nouns which are referred to in general and are not

specific. Few examples are:

A8 apen S abook
Ja) aman J s ) aprophet
Caw ahouse b adoor

Definite nouns are proper nouns which are given to a certain person, place or an

object. Few examples are:

ws ...

Indefinite nouns can be converted into definite nouns either by:

I-  Prefixing the definite article J (meaning “the”) to nouns
e.g. <US becomes LS

2-  Making the noun possessive (attaching a pronoun e )
e.g. & becomes o

3-  Attaching an indefinite noun to a definite noun. 4 ibias — iliac))
e.g. & becomes el &)

Second and third points would be covered in coming lessons.
In Arabic, the letters JVis the indefinite article and it corresponds roughly to the

English article ‘the’. Indefinite noun can be made definite by prefixing it with the

letters J). Few examples are:
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Al The pen USY  The book
The
Ja,) The man Jsw I prophet Assimilating and
cwll The house <Ll The door Non-Assimilating Consonants

(el 5 dpaadll Cay al)

The J of the article J is pronounced as J when followed by any of the consonants
in the left hand column below. In the right-hand column, the J of the article J is

assimilated to the following consonant which is then doubled in pronunciation.

Non-Assimilating Consonants Assimilating Consonants
3y el il Apandll iy yal
\ ua )Y O < Al
- < & Gl
z YR a da )l
. AN 3 e
¢ Al 2 Jdadl
& Jazll J e
¢ A o il
a3 Al o= il
J ) L Jecal
- Jdl L Js skl
: s L L
P Al J Jall
S o sl a e
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Cases of the Noun

Case refers to the function of the noun in the sentence. For example, in English, the
words “I”” and “me” refer to the same person, but they have a different function. “I” is
used to refer to the doer of an action (e.g. “I went.”) “Me” is used to refer to the object
of an action (e.g. “He saw me.”)

In Arabic, there are three different cases for nouns, meaning that the function of a noun

in a sentence can be of three different types:

1-  Nominative — & )3 A
€.g 1) pa
2-  Accusative — 2 gaia
eg Iy n) pa

3-  QGentitive — )9
e.g. A 2as

The case is shown by the endings added at the end of a noun. The case is called <!,
and it is shown by adding different endings to the noun. For example, the following

sets are the same word, but with different < e!:

Js)™ Qeale & 68
) &S

1)
Cpabe el gl
Juadll o Jadl U Juadl

The vowels ( Tl ) used on any letter (“9_%) in a word are known as S D

Some nouns have a fixed form and do not accept different endings, even when their
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<lel changes. These nouns are called s, or unchangeable. Nouns that do accept

different endings are called «_=, or changeable.

22« nouns accept different endings depending on their function in a sentence.
2_2=« nouns can be classified further as:

1-  Triptotes (Fully Changeable) — <8 _naie

2- Diptotes (Partially Changeable) — 8 _paia pn&

4d yaid ¢ Lo are nouns that have different ending for each of the three cases of
g S n ¢ Dyaiaand e

U5 Quale & 68 g
- LL -

cs bz

The following are some examples of @ _»<=is )£ nouns:

1.  Most feminine names, such as Usa s ¢ ) ¢dakld
Most place names, such as &S (il (4<s
Words like alel ¢yl ¢S

Non-Arabic names, like a2l

wokh wn

Some “broken plurals,” like (= S ¢ziilia ¢2alus

2\3)*43‘5\ Pr ¢ Law¥ ) have two special rules:
1.  They cannot have (2 53 on the last letter.
2. Their < s<iaas well as L3>« cases have the same endings. A few

examples are as follows:
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DI Quals & 4

Qse A
;‘,j

- A2

a.pt\).)\ a..\A\).j\
Olades Jlanlis
ae e
Ose B e b

;‘J ;;j

Feminine plural nouns never end with 4338 As an example: < sbasd) &) 31&

Noun in § 89 case

¢ s case is used for:

1-  Subject of a verb.

2-  Both subject (}324) and predicate () of a nominal (non-verbal) sentence (4les)

4au). A nominal sentence usually begins with a noun or pronoun.

Noun in 09 _)>Acase

1- A noun caseis U3 when preceded by prepositions ().Aj‘ 89 ™),

Prepositions are listed in the table below:

Example
pide Bl a3 5 i s
pn) ranll A Ly
D e SR A Y
Bl =) B el
sl

ele LS (e Ul

Meaning

to / towards

in / with

on / upon

in

(used for swearing)

from / than

Preposition

o % o ©
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PONPORN LW L

PEFLRNER

from / about

like

for/ to

until

G|;" . & %

2-  Attaching a common noun to a proper noun makes the proper noun — _s_>-

4 Cliaa ¢ Cilag)),

Noun in = s+=aiscase

1-  Direct Object (42 J s2ix)

2-  Absolute Object ((3lae J y2is)

3-  Object for Time and Place (4 Js24<)

4-  Subject/ first noun (ii\-}ﬂ) oft)is ¢ Gl Jal e U cOSY Y

5-  Predicate / second noun () of OSand ol

6- Object for Expressing Aim and Purpose (‘d J | 9234) ;
7-  Object for Denoting Meaning of ‘with’ (42 dJ j’iﬂ) :

8- Common noun following iad (831 ¥) ¥),

9-  Noun which follows ‘2[;‘.

10- First noun (k—aL'AA) in the possessive phrase (4-*1\ aliaa ¢ “—5@) when

preceded by L
11- s
12- b
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